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Trade Careers in Residential Property Services

I Interested in a trades career in residential property services? Learn about
some of the most in-demand jobs and whether they might be a fit for you:

Job Description

Skills

Certifications or
Licenses:

Average
Salary

Job Outlook

Handyman - Electrical,
HVAC and plumbing
repairs. May help with
landscaping projects as
needed.

Plumbing
Electrical

HVAC

Carpentry
Painting
Customer service

A contractor or journeyman
license is not always
required, but can be an
advantage.

$25/hour

5% increase*

Landscaper - Install and
maintain landscapes, and
prune shrubs and trees.
Will also keep
landscaping attractive

and safe.

Plant and maintain
landscape, using
mowers, trimmers,
leaf blowers
Pesticide
application

Most states require
licensing for landscapers
applying pesticides.
Professional certifications
(like those from the National
Association of Landscape
Professionals (NALP)) and
the Professional Grounds
Management Society can
help boost credentials.

$18/hour

5% increase*

Electrician - Maintain,
repair, install and rewire
electrical systems. May
inspect electrical panels
or fuse boxes for safety
and identify sources of

power outages.

*Demand projection 2023-2033

Competence with
industry tools and
techniques

Read blueprints and
schematics
Communication and
problem-solving
skills

Must be licensed in most
states. Additional
certifications in areas like
lighting or solar photovoltaic
systems can aid professional
advancement.

$30/hour

5% increase*
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Job description

Certifications or
licenses:

Average
salary

Job outlook

Plumber - Install,
repair and maintain
pipes, garbage
disposals, toilets,
shower and sink
drains, and sewage
lines.

Deep understanding of
plumbing systems,
including water supply
and drainage
Knowledge of plumbing
codes and regulations
Basic math and
measurement skills
Communication and
problem-solving skills

Plumbers must be licensed
in most states. Optional
certifications, like
plumbing design, can

enhance opportunities.

$30/hour

6% increase*

Painter - Will paint,
stain and apply
coatings to walls,
ceilings and other
structures. May
evaluate project
requirements to
determine the right
amount of paint.

Experience with
industry-specific
materials and tools
Physical strength
Balance and dexterity to
stay safe
Communication
Attention to detail

Time management

Licensing is optional.
Certificates in painting (i.e.,
Association for Materials
Protection and
Performance) can enhance
career opportunities.

$22/hour

4% increase*

HVAC/R Technician
- Install, test, repair
and maintain
residential HVAC
systems.

Problem-solving and
critical thinking
Experience with
schematics, wiring
diagrams and blueprints
Proficient in operating
HVAC equipment and
interpreting technical
data

Most are required to be
EPA-certified in refrigerant
handling. Earning
manufacturer or industry
certifications (i.e., North
American Technician
Excellence, the
Refrigerating Engineers
and Technicians
Association) can boost
career opportunities.

$28/hour

9% increase*

Locksmith - Install,
replace and repair
locks, as well as
duplicate keys as
needed.

Proficiency in trade
techniques

Use of hand and power
tools

Customer service skills

*Demand projection 2023-2033

Many states require
licensing. Certified Master
Locksmith (CML) offered by
the Associated Locksmiths
of America can help boost

your career.

$26/hour

*CareerExplorer
expects job
market to
decrease 11.5%
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Snowplow Operator -
Clear snow from roads
and parking lots. May
spread salt or other
deicers to prevent
buildup and maintain
vehicle and related
equipment.

Experience driving
commercial
vehicles
Dependability
Attention to detail
Vehicle repair and
maintenance skills

Must have a commercial
driver's license in many states.
Certification from the Snow &
Ice Management Association

or the Accredited Snow

Contractors Association can
help career advancement.

$24/hour

No info available

General Contractor -
Manages residential
construction projects.
May plan, coordinate,
budget and supervise
projects from start to

finish.

Project
management
Strong
communication
Problem-solving
skills

Knowledge of
construction and
related equipment

Many states require a licensed
contractor on site at residential
building projects. License may
depend on work/focus area.
Certifications from the
Construction Management
Association of America or the
American Institute of
Constructors are not required
but can enhance career
opportunities.

9% increase*

Flooring & Tiling
Installer - Install and
finish carpet, wood, tile
and vinyl flooring, as
well as, other materials.

*Career demand is based on the Bureau of Labor Statistics except where * appears

Math skills
Physical strength
and stamina

Eye for detail with
ability to see color
and pattern
variations
Customer service
skills

No license or certification
is required. Certification from
the Ceramic Tile Education
Foundation can aid career
advancement.

$24/hour

6% increase*

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, ZipRecruiter.com, Indeed.com, Monster.com
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